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horse-sense goes farther than the small supply of scientific
knowledge as yet to hand. With full responsibility for my words
as a professional biologist, I do not hesitate to say that all existing
and genuine scientific knowledge about the way in which the
physical characteristics of human communities are related to their
cultural capabilities can be written out on the back of a postage
stamp. This does not mean that there is no extant literature
sufficiently"prosy to pass for science among those who do not
know -better. That the cranial capacities of Anatole France and
of Leibnitz were each less than die Jowest recorded average of
any ethnic group does not discourage painstaking anatomists
from continuing to catalogue similar measurements in Kenya
and the Transkei, or the Eugenics Review and the Transactions of
the Royal Society of South Africa from publishing their results in
tabular form. A few years ago (1930) a voluminous study on the
social and physical characteristics of negro, Wnite (their spelling),
and hybrids in Jamaica was published by the Carnegie Institution
of Washington. A considerable proportion of the melanic sub-
jects were convicts, the whites being exclusively chosen from
more congenial walks of'life. One of their more striking con-
clusions is worthy of citation without further comment:

The Blacks seem to do better in simple mental arithmetic and
with numerical series than the Whites. ... It seems a plausible
hypothesis for which there is a considerable support, that the
more complicated a brain, the more numerous its association
fibres, the less satisfactorily it performs the simple numerical
problems which a calculating machine does so quickly and
accurately.

The intellectual strain to which one is exposed by reasoning
conducted on these lines sometimes interferes with sport. The
form of sport to which I am most addicted is consequential
conversation. I was deprived of it during four years* sojourn
among the chromatocracy of South Africa by repeated attempts
to communicate through the medium of dialogue like this:

Almost any South African Graduate: If you had lived in this